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 The first of these elements is the 
singular role of the Immaculate One in 
the economy of salvation, a dogmatic 

fact. God does not have whims, and so 
the request of the Almighty that 

devotion to the Immaculate Heart be 
established in the world must be 

founded on reality and presumes that 
such devotion is 
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Mission Statement 

As the Roman Catholics of Stillwater County, in the growing parishes of St. Mary’s, Columbus and 
St. Michaels, Absarokee, we are a community committed to reaching out to others through our 
prayers, love, and actions. With our shoulders together, we will step forward to answer the 
problems and needs of our community. 
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ParisParisParisParish related bulletinh related bulletinh related bulletinh related bulletin    
announcements can be sent toannouncements can be sent toannouncements can be sent toannouncements can be sent to: 

secretary@stmarycolumbus.org. 
Deadline:  Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Confession:   :   :   :   ½ hour before scheduled Masses or by appointment 

Baptism:   :   :   :   Children under the age of 8 years of age, parents are requested to contact the parish and 
attend preparation classes.  Classes are held quarterly (August; November; February; May). 

R.C.I.A.:   :   :   :   The RCIA program is an instruction period for anyone interested in joining the Catholic 
Church please contact the parish office for more details. 

Marriage:   :   :   :   Couples anticipating marriage are to contact the parish 6 months in advance for 
preparation and instructions.  

Anointing of the Sick:   :   :   :   If you anticipate surgery or are sick, please contact the parish to 
receive the Sacrament of Anointing. 

Holy Orders/Religious Life: : : :     If you or someone you know is interested in the priesthood or 
the religious life, please contact vocation director, Fr. Leo McDowell, or Fr. Michael Schneider as the 
pastor at the parish. 

Funerals:   :   :   :   When anticipating or planning a funeral, please contact the parish before finalizing 
the arrangements.  When considering cremation, which is allowed but not encouraged, please 
remember that the recommendation is that the body is to be present for the funeral Mass.  

Mass Intentions: : : : If you would like to have a Mass offered, please contact the parish office. 

[Regulations for receiving communion[Regulations for receiving communion[Regulations for receiving communion[Regulations for receiving communion: fasting 1 hour before receive and be in the state of grace]  ]  ]  ]      

Homebound: : : : If you or someone you know can no longer attend Mass due to your physical 
inability, please call the parish office. 
 

St. Onesimus 

 

Contact Us 

St. Mary’sSt. Mary’sSt. Mary’sSt. Mary’s, Columbus – ParishParishParishParish 
(240 North 4th Street) 
 P.O. Box 956 
 Columbus, MT 59019     
 
Office/Parish HoOffice/Parish HoOffice/Parish HoOffice/Parish Houseuseuseuse    
    (406) 322-5541 
                                    www.stmarycolumbus.org    
    
St. Michael’s, St. Michael’s, St. Michael’s, St. Michael’s, Absarokee -MissionMissionMissionMission    
(307 South Woodard Street/Hwy 78) 
P.O. Box 956 
Columbus, MT 59019 
 

February 16th  
Martyr and former slave. He is mentioned in 
St. Paul’s Letter to Philemon as the slave of 
Philemon in Colossae, Phrygia, who ran 
away. Paul met Onesimus while the former 
was in a Roman prison, and Paul baptized the 
slave and came to consider him his own son. 
Paul sent Onesimus back to Philemon with 
the epistle, asking Philemon to accept him 
“no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a 
brother, beloved especially to me, but even 
more so to you, as a man in the Lord. So if 
you regard me as a partner, welcome him as 
you would me. And if he has done you any 
injustice or owes you anything, charge it to 
me”. In Paul’s Letter to the Colossians, 
Onesimus is again mentioned as 
accompanying Tychicus, the bearer of the 
letter. The pre-1970 Roman Martyrology 
incorrectly identifies Onesimus with the 
bishop of Ephesus who followed St. Timothy 
as bishop of Ephesus and who was stoned to 
death in Rome.    
(www.catholic.org)     

Year of the Priesthood 
June June June June 19, 200919, 200919, 200919, 2009--------2010201020102010    



Scripture Readings      
February February February February 21212121stststst                        
Deut. 26:4-10 
(Psalm) 91 
Romans 10:8-13 
Luke  4:1-13 

2nd Collection
1st Sunday ~ Care and Share

2nd Sunday ~ Building Project 
Parish Improvements

 

The Office Building project 
the Parish Office in the Church basement 
is in the second stage

are still in need of incorporating handicap access, which also will demand the 
renovations of the existing bathrooms.   Presently we are working towards 
the elevator expense for accessing the basement. 
collection on the 2nd Sunday of the month will be used for these improvements.  
The outer wall of the parish office has incorporated

the feast days of Mary.  Anyone who would like to make a donation towards 
picture, please contact the parish office. 

 

Shopping @ the Parish  
GOT COFFEE??  Consider Mystic Monk coffee roasted by 
the Carmelite Monastery from Clark, Wyoming.  A 
supply has arrived and is on display at St.  Mary’s gift store. 
…several blends are available. 
 

Physical Aid for Communion 
To accommodate those who attend Church and who are 
physically hindered in coming forward in the 
Communion line, I would ask that those who need 
Communion brought to them sit in the 1st pew on the left 
side as you approach the altar.  This will help assu
you are not overlooked in receiving Communion.

Incense 
During the Lenten/Easter Sunday celebrations incense 

will be used.  Incense is used in the liturgy of the Church to offer honor 
to God, symbolizing the ascent of our prayers to the throne of Go
altar, Paschal Candle, crucifix, Gospel, offertory gifts,  priest and people 
are blessed with the incensed, signifying their sacred presence in the 
Mass.    
 

        

 
Turn away from sin and 
be faithful to the Gospel, 
for you are dust and unto 
dust you shall return. 

 

  

                              

DateDateDateDate    MassMassMassMass    LectorsLectorsLectorsLectors 

Feb 6Feb 6Feb 6Feb 6     
5:30pm 

 
Mike Moodry 

Feb 7Feb 7Feb 7Feb 7    9:00am Katy Matovich Job Brooks

    
AbsarokeeAbsarokeeAbsarokeeAbsarokee    

 

 

11:00am 
 

Dave 
Culberston 

 

Colleen 
Culbertson

Feb 20Feb 20Feb 20Feb 20    5:30pm Frank Repka 

Feb 21Feb 21Feb 21Feb 21    9:00 am Pat Holman 

    
AbsarokeeAbsarokeeAbsarokeeAbsarokee    

 

 

11:00am 
 

 
Barb Evans 

Ryland 
Stampfel
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Spiritual Bouquets for our Priests 
During this Year for Priests please pray the 
and Glory Be five times each day in honor of the Sacred Heart to 
ask that the priests of our diocese maintain purity and sanctity 
of life. 

 

Monthly Prayer for Children 
(Act of Contrition) Oh my God, I am sorry for having 
offended you and I detest all my sins because they offend you 

who are all good and deserving of all my love

the help of your grace, to confess my sins, to do penance and 

to amend my life.  In your name, my God, have mercy.

AMEN.   
 
 

Religious EducationReligious EducationReligious EducationReligious Education
 

St.  Mary’s –We 
Feb. 17th @ 7pm  

St.  Michael—
Preschool children
resume in January

 
 

Urgent
Bishop Warfel in conjunction with the US Conference of 

Catholic Bishops is asking that you express your concerns 
to Congress regarding the health care reform bill.  
Baucus 202-224-2651; Tester 202

Mass Schedule & IntenMass Schedule & IntenMass Schedule & IntenMass Schedule & Intenttttiiiions ons ons ons ----    February 
 

                          St. Mary’s & St. Michael’s Ministry Schedule 

ServersServersServersServers    
Extraordinary Ministers of the Extraordinary Ministers of the Extraordinary Ministers of the Extraordinary Ministers of the 

EucharistEucharistEucharistEucharist    
Cross Cross Cross Cross 

BearerBearerBearerBearer    

 
 

(Sac. Needed) Jack Putsche

Job Brooks 
 (Sac. Don Strizki) 
Home Bound –  

B. Boyd

Colleen 
Culbertson 

  
(sac. Barb Evans) 

 
  (sac. Renee Riehl) Jack Putsche

 
 (sac. Don Strizki ) 

Home Bound –  
B. Boyd

Ryland 
Stampfel 

  
(sac. Gary Borland) 

Pope Benedict XVI Pope Benedict XVI Pope Benedict XVI Pope Benedict XVI DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember
• General intention: "That 
understanding of the one true God through a sincere search for the truth.

• Mission intention: “That the Church, aware of its own missionary identity, may 

strive to follow Christ faithfully and to proclaim His Gospel to all peoples

13 
14 

16 

17 
8 

19 
20 
21 

    5:30 pm  (Columbus)  
    9:00 am  (Columbus)     
  11:00 am (Absarokee) 
 5:00 pm (Columbus)       
    5:30 pm (Columbus) 
    7:00 pm (Columbus) 
 8:30 am (Absarokee) 
    9:00 am (Absarokee)  
    9:00 am (Columbus) 
 5:30 pm  (Columbus)  
    9:00 am  (Columbus)     
  11:00 am (Absarokee) 
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-  For the Parish
-  For Vocations
-  Adoration/Benediction
 - Priest Vocations
[Ash Wednesday]
-  Adoration/Benediction
- Intentions of the celebrant 
- Intentions of the celebrant
-  +Remi Gits 
-  For the Parish
-  For the Parish

 

Spiritual Bouquets for our Priests  
During this Year for Priests please pray the Our Father, Hail Mary 

five times each day in honor of the Sacred Heart to 
ask that the priests of our diocese maintain purity and sanctity 

Monthly Prayer for Children  
Oh my God, I am sorry for having 

d I detest all my sins because they offend you 

who are all good and deserving of all my love.  I intend with 

the help of your grace, to confess my sins, to do penance and 

to amend my life.  In your name, my God, have mercy.  

Religious EducationReligious EducationReligious EducationReligious Education        
We will meet on Ash Wednesday Mass,  

—Sunday 10:00 a.m. in parish hall 
Preschool children gather at the entrance before Mass 
resume in January 

Urgent    
in conjunction with the US Conference of 

s is asking that you express your concerns 
to Congress regarding the health care reform bill.   

202-224-2644; Rehberg 202-225-3211. 
 

February 2010     

 

 
    

    

    
GreetersGreetersGreetersGreeters    

    

    
LinensLinensLinensLinens    

 
Jack Putsche 

     

B. Boyd     Jeanne Harsha 

 
Barb Nusbaum 

Colton Stampfel 
 

Barb Evans 

Jack Putsche      

B. Boyd     Jeanne Harsha 

 
Mark Smith 
Jared Smith 

Barb Evans 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    prayer intentionsprayer intentionsprayer intentionsprayer intentions    
That all scholars and intellectuals may attain an 

understanding of the one true God through a sincere search for the truth." 

the Church, aware of its own missionary identity, may 

strive to follow Christ faithfully and to proclaim His Gospel to all peoples.”   

Belus  
For the Parish 
For Vocations 
Adoration/Benediction 
Priest Vocations 

[Ash Wednesday] for the parish 
Adoration/Benediction 

Intentions of the celebrant  
Intentions of the celebrant 

For the Parish 
the Parish 



 

PCCW NewsPCCW NewsPCCW NewsPCCW News    
St. Mary’s/ 2nd Sunday following Mass.  
 

Adult Education 
An adult education program is offered (RCIA) on 

Wednesday, February 24th from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. @ St.  Mary’s. 

Baptism 
A Baptism class for infants will be held on February 23rd at 6:30 p.m 
@ St. Mary’s. If you have an infant to be Baptized please call the parish 
office (322-5541) to register. 

SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION AND 1ST COMMUNION 
Those who are preparing for these Sacraments should meet schedule a meeting 
with Fr. Schneider soon to review their 1st Reconciliation material. 

 

A Life Conference 
We all hold life as a gift from God that must be protected at 

every stage. Unfortunately not everyone in our society respects 
life as we do. Bishop Warfel & Bishop Thomas have established 
an annual conference of life to address consistent life ethics 

issues, to combat the culture of death in which we are living. The diocese is hosting 
the first life conference in Billings at St. Bernard’s March 19th and 20th, 2010. 
Please call the parish office (322-5541) for more information.  

 

Swine Flu in Montana (H1N1) / Liturgical norms 
 

Due to the flu season being upon us, and the concern of the H1N1 virus, 
we will discontinue the use of the Cup through the cold and flu season to 
assure that the possibility of transferring of the virus is minimized.  
 

Beginning the first weekend in March, if the H1N1 virus does not pose a 
continued threat, we will return to distributing the Cup at Mass on the 
weekend.  From discussion at the Parish Pastoral Council, we will begin 
Mass with the greeting of one another and continue omitting the greeting 
before the Lamb of God, as it is envisioned to be revised in the upcoming 
changes with the Sacramentary. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday will be celebrated at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary, Columbus 

Lenten regulations 
For those between 18 and 59 who are in good health, the Church obliges 
them to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  These days along with 
Fridays are days when those over 14 are obliged to abstain from eating 
meat.  
 

Stations of the Cross 
Following Mass on Thursday in Absarokee (beginning February 18) 
Friday’s in Columbus @ 6:30 p.m. (soup/bread @ 6pm) (starting Feb 19) 

 
        CATECHISTS CORNER 

                        Year of the PriesthoodYear of the PriesthoodYear of the PriesthoodYear of the Priesthood     
 

Presbyterorum Ordinis ~ Vatican II (1965) excerpts (Cont.) 
(DECREE ON THE MINISTRY AND LIFE OF PRIESTS) 

CHAPTER 2:  THE MINISTERY OF PRIESTS 
5.  God, who alone is holy and can alone make holy, wished to gather 

people somewhat as His companions and helpers to give humble service to 
His work of sanctifying.  For this priests are consecrated by God through the 
ministry of a bishop; then, made sharers in a special way in the priesthood of 
Christ, they may act in the celebration of the sacred rites as the ministers of 
Him who in the liturgy continues to exercise His priestly role for our sake by 
His Spirit.  By baptism they bring people into the people of God; in the 
sacrament of penance they reconcile sinners with God and the Church; they 
console those who are ill with the oil of the sick; above all in the celebration 
of Mass they offer in a sacramental way the sacrifice of Christ.  In all 
administration of the sacraments, however, as the blessed martyr Ignatius 
testified in the earliest days of the Church, priests are in various ways 
hierarchically bound to the bishop, and in a sense make him present in all 
gatherings of the faithful.  The other sacraments, and indeed all ministrations 
in the Church and apostolic works, are attached to and lead towards the 
Holy Eucharist.  For the most Holy Eucharist holds within itself the whole 
spiritual treasure of the Church, namely Christ Himself, our Passover and 
our living bread, who through His flesh, now made alive and life-giving by 
the Spirit, offers life to human beings, who are in turn invited and drawn to 
offer themselves, their labors and all creation in union with Him.  Hence the 
Eucharist is seen to be the beginning and end of all preaching of the Gospel, 
in that catechumens are led forward step by step to sharing in it, and the 
faithful, fully absorbed into the body of Christ by its reception.  
The eucharistic assembly is, therefore, the center of the gathering of the 

faithful over which the priest presides.  Priests instruct the faithful to offer 
the divine victim to God the Father in the sacrifice of the Mass, and to make 
the offering of their with him; in the spirit of the Christ the shepherd they 
teach them to submit their sins to the Church in the sacrament of penance 
with a contrite heart, and thereby to turn daily more and more to the Lord, 
bearing in mind His words: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matthew 4: 17).  The priest leads them ever forward in deepening the spirit 
of prayer through their lives, in accordance with the gifts and the needs of 
each one; they encourage all to carry out their duties in life, and the more 
advanced to practice the evangelical counsels (poverty, chastity & obedience) 
in ways proper to each.  Priests offer praise and thanksgiving throughout the 
day as the complete the divine office, and in the name of the Church pray 
for all the people entrusted to them, and indeed for the whole world. 
 

Catholic Schools Scholarship 
Our diocese has 15 Catholic Schools.  Three of these are Catholic High Schools.  

Five schools are parish schools that rely on the parishes assistance to fund their 
operation expenditures and salaries.  Along with increasing principle to our Woltermann 
College Scholarship, a second collection will be taken up on February 20 & 21 for the 
benefit of Catholic Education.  

 

    

    

Care & Share Appeal 2008-2009: Sow Bountifully, Reap Bountifully. 
  The 2009-2010 Care and Share assessment St.  Mary’s Columbus 
$11,418.92, St. Michael’s Absarokee $7,269.62 

 

NoteNoteNoteNote: Your contributions are NEVER used to fund legal case 
settlements; rather insurance proceeds and investment income from the 
diocesan portfolio satisfy these obligations.  

Diocesan Assessment TaxDiocesan Assessment TaxDiocesan Assessment TaxDiocesan Assessment Tax    
The 2009-10 COF for St. Mary’s St. Mary’s St. Mary’s St. Mary’s is $3,$3,$3,$3,849849849849....34343434  

and for St. Michael’sSt. Michael’sSt. Michael’sSt. Michael’s is $2,$2,$2,$2,492.23492.23492.23492.23. 
F.Y.I.F.Y.I.F.Y.I.F.Y.I.    

Contributions to Care and Share and to the Office Building Project are 
not assessed as taxable income, only the regular offerings are assessed. 

  
     6/30/2009 YTD      Summary of Office Building Project  Contributions  

 

06-07 07-08 08-09 

Total 

Contribution 

St.  Mary's $18,224.25  $6,650.92 $5,127.36 $30,002.53 

St.  Michael's $1,577.25  $2,879.25 $1,584.50 6,041.00 

Total $19,801.50 $9,530.17 $6,711.86 $36,043.53 

 
All amounts in this table are an estimate. 

  General Collection July 2009 - June 2010   
2/7/2009 Collection YTD Budgeted % of Budget 

St.  Mary's $897.00  $32,389.19  $69,600  46% 

St.  Michael's $   937.25  $27,317.12  $46,400  58% 

Combined $1,834.25  $58,706.31  $116,000  50% 
  Care & Share March 2009 - February 2010   

2/7/2009 Collection YTD Budgeted % of Budget 

St.  Mary's $372.00  $6,052.50  $11,418.92  53% 
St.  Michael's $  500.00  $6,903.95  $7,269.62  94% 
Combined $872.00  $12,956.45  $19,149.74   67% 
  Office Building Project  July 2009 - June2010    

2/7/2009 Collection YTD Budgeted % of Budget 

St.  Mary's $115.00  $3,625.16  $15,000.00  24% 

St.  Michael's $0.00  $743.50  $10,000.00  7% 
Combined $115.00  $4,368.66  $25,000.00  17% 
  Haiti Special Collection   

2/7/2009 Collection YTD Budgeted % of Budget 

St.  Mary's $525.00  $1,458.15  $0.00   
St.  Michael's $25.00  $660.00  $0.00  

Combined $550.00  $2,118.15  $0.00  
 



 


